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example, and merely intended to serve as a simple illustra-
tion. But now we must go in quest of more general
formulations.
Introverted consciousness doubtless views the external
conditions, but it selects the subjective determinants as
the decisive ones. The type is guided, therefore, by that
factor of perception and cognition which represents the
receiving subjective disposition to the sense stimulus.
Two persons, for example, see ,the same object, but they
never see it in such a way as to receive two identically
similar images of it. Quite apart from the differences in
the personal equation and mere organic acuteness, there
often exists a radical difference, both in kind and degree,
in the psychic assimilation of the perceived image.
Whereas the extraverted type refers pre-eminently to that
which reaches him from the object, the introvert principally
relies upon that which the outer impression constellates in
the subject. In an individual case of apperception, the
difference may, of course, be very delicate, but in the total
psychological economy it is extremely noticeable, especially
in the form of a reservation of the ego. Although it is
anticipating somewhat, I consider that point of view which
inclines, with Weininger, to describe this attitude as
philautic, or with other writers, as autoerotic, egocentric,
subjective, or egoistic, to be both misleading in principle
and definitely depreciatory. It corresponds with the
normal bias of the extraverted attitude against the nature
of the introvert. We must not forget—although extra-
verted opinion is only too prone to do so—that all percep-
tion and cognition is not purely objective: it is also
subjectively conditioned. The world exists not merely in
itself, but also as it appears to me, Indeed, at bottom,
we have absolutely no criterion that could help us to form
a judgment of a world whose nature was unassimilable by
the subject. If we were to ignore the subjective factor, it

